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Rosenthal Gardens is an in-town site of approximately 2.24 acres that had a vacant two and one-half-story central stair, brick 
colonial, single-family residence and a two car detached garage.  The existing residence was 3,890 square feet in floor area and 
contained ten rooms, four baths and a full basement.  The grounds contain a small man-made pond and a vast, but formerly 
neglected, botanical garden.  The garden contains several rare specimen trees and shrubs.  Branford Interfaith Housing Corporation 
(BRIHC) in conjunction with Mutual Housing Association of South Central Connecticut, Inc. (MHA) renovated the existing 
residence into 3 one bedroom and 2 efficiency units.  The third floor one bedroom unit is developed into an affordable small family 
apartment.  The other four units will be senior housing with the two first floor units accessible via a rear ramp system.  A rear 
addition  houses the second means of egress stair. 
The remaining portion of the site provided buildable area for a two-story twelve-unit new construction building of 5,433 square feet 
per floor without encroaching upon the specimen plants of the botanical gardens.  The new building is designed for senior and 
handicapped individuals and consists of 4 two-bedroom units and 8 one-bedroom units, all fully accessible.  The one-bedroom units 
contain 596 square feet each and the two bedroom units average 860 square feet each. The units are grouped around a central interior 
“meeting corridor”.  New construction is wood frame clapboard siding with brick accents using traditional architecture to 
complement the stately brick colonial residence.  Site circulation is  a divided entry from Kirkham Street proceeding to a central cul-
de-sac.  On site parking for 21 vehicles is provided including three handicapped accessible spaces.  The existing 2-car garage was 
demolished and a similar space with an equal size addition was constructed offset from the rear property line to house meeting, 
maintenance and management office space.  The bulk of the site is retained as open space that may be used for open-air concerts 
among the specimen gardens at the site’s south end and connections from Town Center to other neighborhood public facilities.  
BRIHC and MHA worked with the Rosenthal family, Branford’s First Selectman and the Branford Garden Club in the design and 
location of the new units, the renovation and conversion of the original estate building and potential gifting or use of the botanical 
garden area to the Town or Garden Club for garden renovation, and maintenance for concert and other outdoor public functions.  
Construction is complete and occupancy took place October 1, 2008. 
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