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What began as a study to renovate an 
existing summer cottage ended as a year 
round residence and eventual retirement 
home for a Philadelphia editor and 
publisher.  The concept of renovation 
became infeasible as a result of code 
requirements to update on site 
subsurface leaching systems.  Available 
soils with proper setbacks required 
demolition or movement of the existing 
cottage structure.  Thus the idea to build 
new was born.  The site was served by a 
narrow one way road at the east and had 
spectacular views to the west of salt 
meadow and Long Island Sound. 
 
The building program required a full 
compliment of interior spaces consisting 
of kitchen, dining and living spaces 
oriented toward the Long Island sound 
views, a den or audio/visual room, three 
bedrooms with owners’ suite for the 
couple to continue their publishing 
careers while away from Philadelphia.  
The size of the site and character of 
neighboring homes demanded a small 
scale approach.  Views from the salt 
meadow and distant public shorefront 
road allowed a larger scale architecture. 

The design solution was to create a single story front (entry) façade to compliment the scale of adjacent homes and a three story 
rear (water) façade to take advantage of the salt meadow and Long Island Sound views.  The site’s natural grades were combined 
with a vertically extended front wall to allow a low front profile while gaining important interior headroom for the second level 
spaces.  A large front overhang provided weather protection for the entry and reinforced the single story profile of the street face.  
The water side extended a full three stories with the office suite at the uppermost level.  The vertical scale of this façade was 
lessened through the use of dormers and roof extensions.  The first level is provided with a large deck served from the kitchen and 
living area as well as having side deck access from the street entry.  The owners’ bedroom suite opens to a private balcony 
overlooking the main views.  The second bedroom is also provided with a private balcony screened from the owners’ suite by a 
roof extension at the main and second level enclosing the breakfast nook and bath.  The resultant design is a home in perfect scale 
with it’s neighbors, fulfilling the owner’s space program and capitalizing on the site’s superb views. 


